
Visitors shared: 

“Critical for all to experience. The artist introduces and stimulates all our senses to new ways of observation 
and thought. It is a beautiful experience and I am grateful to have such a marvelous exhibit so close to home.”  

“Amazing. Fantastic vehicle 
for addressing social, political, 
and environmental issues.”

“Inspirational, 
enlightening, 
beautiful and 
transformative.”

The Palo Alto Art Center engaged approximately 65,000 people in Fiscal Year 2023!
Thank you to all of our supporters, funders, donors, members, and community partners for making all of this work possible!

Connecting Climate and Art 
How can art help to communicate about climate change, 
promote conversation and action? With Climate Connections, 
the Palo Alto Art Center embarked upon an initiative to 

explore this question. Featuring a series of exhibitions, 
collaborations, and a carbon assessment project, Climate 

Connections was intended to leverage the power of art 
and artists in promoting climate action.

Above: Concurrent with the Under Water exhibition, on January 21st artist Jeffrey Downing 
installed a temporary ceramic artwork in the Baylands near the Eco Center. Downing installed 
his sculptures during King Tides, to facilitate conversations about the impact of climate 
change on sea level rise. While King Tides are not related to climate change, they provide a 
sense of what might happen during periods of sea level rise, and Downing uses those 
opportunities to engage community members in his art and climate message.

Studies indicate that artists can help to communicate about 
climate change and that artwork can help to encourage 
contemplation around climate change, raise awareness, change 
opinions, and promote a sense of connection to the topic. This 
was the impetus for a series of exhibitions at the Palo Alto Art 
Center: Fire Transforms, Under Water, and EARTH, all 
presented this past year. A majority of those surveyed 
indicated that the exhibitions had increased their awareness 
of climate change. 
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In conjunction with the Climate Connections initiative, the 
Art Center partnered with Kat Kid Adventures, Engage On, 
and Canopy, three local organizations working to promote 
conversations and climate action, as well as Art + Climate 
Action, a San Francisco Bay Area nonprofit initiative 
dedicated to building a sustainable 
art world. 



“Though I was on an eight state 
photography road trip during the 
opening, I came in to see the show 
when I briefly returned. I was blown 
away! The exhibit looks great and 
I was honored to have my work 
among such beautiful and diverse 
creations.”

“Thanks again for including me in 
the show. It was a lovely celebration 
in a beautiful space, with such 
important work, and with lovely 
people.” 

“The Art Center 
is one of our 
favorite things 
about Palo Alto.”

From exhibiting artists: 
“Under Water might be an under statement. We were so buoyed by the enthusiastic crowd and the many 
positive comments about the show and our work. What a wonderful evening. Thank you!”

Exhibitions
Exhibitions at the Art Center engaged more than 23,400 people 
this past year. 2023 saw the return of the beloved Youth Art 
and Cultural Kaleidoscope exhibitions to the Center after a 
pandemic hiatus, along with the Climate Connections series. 

This year the Art Center presented our 2022 Creative Attention 
program at professional museum conferences, including the 
California Association of Museums and the Western Museums 
Association annual meeting. 

Family Days
Family Days in the Fall 
and Winter engaged 
523 participants in 
activities and 
performances 
connected to Fire 
Transforms and 
Under Water.

FY23 exhibitions:
• RESTART—June 25-August 20, 2022
• Fire Transforms—September 17-December 10, 2022
• Under Water—January 21-March 31, 2023
• Youth Art and Cultural Kaleidoscope—April 29-May 20, 2023
• EARTH—June 24-August 19, 2023

Visitors shared: 
“Thank you for being a home for people to enjoy and experience the arts. 
You are an invaluable gift to our community and for all people.” 



From program participants: 

“One of the reasons I became a teacher was to make a difference in the lives of my students; to help them 
succeed, and to open their eyes to possibilities. I think the challenge is to somehow do this in a way that is 
inclusive, stimulating, and relevant. Through my participation in the program, I now see art-based education 
and experiences as a way of supporting the evolution of my teaching practices.”

“It has been VERY exciting to 
be involved in the Cultural 
Kaleidoscope Program this 
year! The planning and 
organization from our first 
meeting to scheduling 
classroom lessons and field 
trips have made the 
experience so positive. Every 
person involved in the 
program has been upbeat 
and excited about the 
experience.”

“I’m consistently impressed with the 
exhibits, connected art projects, and 
expertise the Palo Alto Art Center 
provides in these field trips.”

From participating teachers: 

“Wonderful combination of art appreciation, inspiration, relevant topics and joy of art making.”
                    

Cultural Kaleidoscope 
CK was offered in 21 Palo Alto and East Palo Alto classrooms 
to 525 students. From the life cycle of plants and animals to 
California history and geography, Cultural Kaleidoscope’s 
integrated arts curriculum connects to the science, social 
studies, and language arts standards. Teaching artists meet 
ten times with each participating classroom.

Project Look 
2,803 students, teachers, 
and chaperones participated 
in 104 tours this school year. 
Classrooms spent time 
viewing art in the Art Center’s galleries with a trained docent 
and participated in a hands-on artmaking activity that 
emphasized the theme of the exhibition.



From studio participants: 

“We are very lucky to have such great resources at the Art Center! I appreciate the large variety 
of classes and the many times available. The quality of instruction is also outstanding. I highly 
recommend Art Center classes!”

“This community of creatives is a great place to grow, both skills and friendships.”

From program participants: 

“From the director of the program to the teacher and their aides, everyone at the PAAC is an absolute gem. 
We are so grateful when we think about this magical place. It is among the first thing we think of when we 
reflect on what Palo Alto is a wonderful place to live.” 

Kids and Teen Studios
We experienced record 
breaking enrollment and 
revenue for the Kids and 
Teens Studio program, 
engaging 2,407 students 
in a variety of art materials 
including drawing, painting, 
comics, ceramics, fashion 
design, jewelry, fiber arts, 
and more. Students range 
in age from 3-18 years old.

Art Center Teen Leadership 
30 teens participated in the Art Center’s Teen Leadership group. 
These teens meet virtually and in person twice a month to 
participate in hands-on workshops with practicing artists, 
exhibit their artwork at the Art Center, develop leadership skills, 
and plan a teen-only event. The teens came from 10 different 
schools including: Palo Alto High, Gunn, Castilleja, Lynbrook 
High, Fusion Academy, Eastside College Prep, Mountain View 
High School, Sequoia High School, Woodside High, and 
Woodside Priory. During the ACTL 2022-23 school year, teens 
worked with professional artists in printmaking, collaging, and 
ceramics. In the first public teen event since Covid, 40 teens 
engaged in student-led activities including repurposed patches, 
crocheted pins, and a collaborative art piece. 

Adult Studios
In FY23 our adult classes welcomed 1,248 students in classes and workshops exploring  
ceramics, jewelry, painting, drawing, printmaking, fiber arts and floral design. The drop-in 
programs engaged our community in 8,646 unique studio experiences that include figure 
drawing and painting, collage, ceramics, jewelry, and printmaking.

This year the Studio staff saw an expansion in hours for one key staff position. Aaron 
Grulich was promoted into a .75 FTE benefitted Educator position, working 30 hours 
weekly. With our expanded staff hours, we have been able to offer more classes to 
our community and open our studios seven days a week.

 
The Studios in collaboration with the Foundation held another 
successful Holiday Sale, with a lovely members event on Friday 
night, December 2, followed by a steady stream of happy 
shoppers on Saturday. We earned $26,720 in sales!

 In FY23 the Foundation and Studios hosted three Visiting 
Artists Workshops:

• Renowned painter Melinda Cootsona taught a sell-out 
painting workshop: Accidents and Intentions, Creating 
Expressive Figurative Work.

• Master printmaker Katherine Levin-Lau shared her unique 
Viscosity Techniques for Monotype with our printmakers.

•Ceramic artist Kala Stein taught her popular and innovative 
Ceramic Decal workshop.



Participants shared: 

“Activities and staff are great, calm environment.”    

“Entertaining and a great stress relief.”

From our volunteers: 

“First time working with youth and I gained new leadership skills.”

Outreach
360 seniors from two low-income 
housing communities participated 
in 18 art workshops offered 
free-of-charge thanks to the Art 
Center Foundation. Projects 
included oil pastels, watercolor, 
card making, and more. The 
workshops culminated in an 
exhibition in the community 
gallery at the Art Center. 

Volunteers & Interns
Volunteers contributed 5,431 hours over the past year, a value 
of $172,714. We included a teen volunteer activity in Enjoy! 
and the number of teen volunteers doubled between Winter 
and Spring sessions.

In the summer of 2023, the Art Center hired five interns and 
four fellows from a variety of schools including San Francisco 
State University, San Jose State University, Cal State East Bay, 
Middlebury College, and Santa Clara University. One student 
qualified for the REAL program at Santa Clara University and 
was paid by SCU. 

We placed four Eastside 
Prep students, including 
one who just graduated 
with a bachelor’s 
degree. One intern was 
a former volunteer and 
one had taken art classes 
at the Art Center in the 
past. (See names 
and titles below.)

Interns participated in 
several professional 
development activities 
including tours of local 
galleries and museums, an 
artist talk with Linda Gass, a 
professional tool-kit workshop 
with recruiter Dana Hundley, 
and several staff meetings.

Summer 2023 cohort: 
Leana Lee (Education Fellow); Annika Emery, Corey Walker, 
Indira Villeda, and Victoria Zaragoza (Studio Interns); Alana 
Zucca (Exhibitions Fellow); Angelica Anguiano (Community 
Outreach Fellow); Giselle Orozco (Foundation Fellow); Kidus 
Solomon (Marketing and Social Media Intern)



$20,000+
California Arts Council
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative 
Emily Benatar Foundation
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Bill Reller and Kris Klint
Palo Alto Community Fund 
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Skyline Foundation
Specified General Fund for the Museum    
   Grant Program under the California 
   Cultural and Historical Endowment 
Valley Health Foundation 

$2,500+
Stephanie Anderson
Willa Chalmers 
Peggy and Yogen Dalal
Catharine and Daniel Garber
Jane and Bruce Gee
Loren and Mike Gordon
Dena Levy
Marc Levy
Mary Marsh
Kay Melchor
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation 
Jane Rytina and Jonathan Chadwick
Valerie and Jim Stinger
Radhika Vullikanti and Bipul Sinha$10,000+

Brigid Barton
Barbara and Tim Carman
Intel Corporation
Nancy Mueller
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund
Marcia Pugsley and Kent Mather
Susan Rosenberg

In Honor Of
Anna MacKichan
Bill Sarnoff
Bob Dickie
Denise Savoie and Darren Duffie
Jeannie Duisenberg
Karen Kienzle and Karen Kwan
Marcia Pugsley
Miki Shim
Richard Becker
Roxane Mehta

$5,000+
Acton Family Giving
Hua Ai and Stanley Liu
Atkinson Foundation
Patricia Bashaw
Kenneth Bird
Michael M. Brewer*
Judy David and Ric Ferras
Sue and John Diekman
Jeannie Duisenberg
Mary Jane Elmore
Sharon Fox*
Sally Glaser and David Bower
Pamela and David Hornik
Hurlbut-Johnson Charitable Trust
Alyce and Steve Kaplan
Iris and Hal Korol
Juliana Lee
Beverly and Peter Lipman
Patty McGuigan
Susie Richardson and Hal Luft
Dorothy Saxe 
Judith Stewart
Jason Stork
Karen Valladao
Mara and Rick Wallace

$1,250+
John Antoun
Jill and Michael Asher
James and Alison Barta
Lucy and Robert Berman
Tom and Diah Brinck
Lee Caswell
Sue Chan and Ryota Ogura
Cynthia Cole
Kim Cooper
Valerie Evans
Joan and Allan Fisch
Karen and Lorry Frankel
Teresa Lunt and Tom Garvey
Kit and Craig Gibbs
Nidhi Gupta and Bhaskar Himatsingka
Elaine and Eric Hahn
Nilufar Haque
Jennifer and Duane Scott Hess
Jane and David Hibbard
Alvin and Phyllis Janklow
Patricia and Larry Jones
Pearl and Ed Karrer*
Worth and Andrew Ludwick
Billie Marks
Elizabeth McCarthy
Roxane Mehta and Yezdi Dordi
Katharine Miller and Scott Carlson
Anil Narayan
Lorinda and Tim Reichert
Gretchen Riley and Justin Walker
Collette and Peter Rothschild
Denise Savoie and J. Darrell Duffie
Loren and Shelley Saxe
Jan and Vic Schachter
Phil Solk
Reecha Tandon and Gurmeet Lamba
Craig and Anne Taylor
Victoria Thorp and James Migdal
Jason and Nerija Titus
Lisa Van Dusen and John Kelley
Julie Veitch and Peter Nosler
Susan Wilson and Ken Lavezzo
Jane Woodward
Heidi Chun-Hui Yang

$750+
Edward Anderson
Eileen and Ralph Battat
Lian Bi
Janet Brownstone and Andy Verhalen
Fran Codispoti
Whitney Denson
Sally and Robert Jackson
Amy and Glen Kacher
Chris Kenrick
Barbara Klein
Joyce Liang and Alex Song
Terri Lobdell and Bill Johnson
Jack and Mary Ellen Morton
Leslie and Doug Murphy-Chutorian
Robin and Jake Reynolds
Janice and Bradford Santos
Harriet Stern and Curt Kinsky
Larisa and Jonathan Usich
Judith Wasserman
Lucy Zhang and Ben Davenport

$500+
Bern Beecham and Cheryl Lathrop
Dr. Nancy Canter
Thomas Cooper
Norman and Rosine Ferber
Anne Gregor and Fred Rose
Lisa Haut
Nancy Kawakita and Dana Tom
Dr. Kay Knox
Judy and George Marcus
Kerny McLaughlin and William Schilit
Stephen and Nancy Player
Paul and Sherri Robbins 
Sarah Sands
Saroja Srinivasan
Cindy and Jeffrey Traum
Teri and Mark Vershel
Carol Witt and Bill Kurosky
Richard Yankwich

$250+
Danièle Archambault and Matthew Lennig
Elaine Baskin and Kenneth Krechmer
Lynne Bernatowicz
Danit Bismanovsky and Hanna Anderson
Linda Brownrigg
Judith and Reed Content
Peter and Melanie Cross
Carolyn and Gordon Davidson
Elizabeth Dickie
Edita Donnelly
Jennifer and Leonard Dulski
Phyllis and Bill Draper
Francesca Eastman and Edward Goodstein
Doris Fischer-Colbrie and Richard Schoen
Suzanne Garadis
Linda Gass and Rob Steiner
Betsy Gifford
Matt Glickman and Susie Hwang
Janet and Wylie Greig
Craig Hayashida
James Heeger and Daryl Messinger
Andrea and John Hennessy
Sally Hewlett
David and Barbara Hirsch
Gloria Hom
Christine and Richard Jeffers
Selina Kaing
Darren Karopczyc
Sheryl and Tony Klein
Anne Kortlander and Judy Horst
Karen Kwan and Jim Fung
Karen and Mark Lawrence
James Leventhal
Carol and Hal Louchheim
Amy Madsen
Sarah Maxwell and Brian Kreischer
Merele McClure
Nicki and Pete Moffat
Sara Moked
Bonnie Packer and Robert Raymakers
Janet and Allen Podell
Sally Randel and Paul Fearer
Melissa Reller
Amy Rosenberg and John Slafsky
Kathryn Schmidt
Leslie Smith
Cameron and Einar Sunde
Lisa Voge-Levin and Peter Levin
Sabrina, Melanie and Ronald Wilensky

Thank you donors and members for your generosity in fiscal year 2022-2023

“I feel truly lucky 
to be a Palo Alto 
resident and to 
have access to 
such a wonderful 
space that offers 
such awesome 
programs for 
all ages!”

* In-Kind gifts

Board Members: FY2022-2023

Teresa Lunt, President
Judy David, Vice President
Jason Stork, Treasurer
Marcia Pugsley, Governance Chair
Jill Asher 
Tom Brinck 
Willa Chalmers
Sue Chan 
Cynthia Cole 

Nilufar Haque                                 
Mary Marsh 
Elizabeth McCarthy
Anil Narayan 
Heidi Yang

The Palo Alto Art Center and Foundation 
mourn the loss of beloved champions 
for the arts and education last year: 
Lois Anderson and Melissa Caswell


